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2023

2023 offered the opportunity for the New Hampshire Music Festival to refocus,
restructure, and renew our Connections with our community. As a newly musician-led
organization, NHMF presented a condensed three-week 71st Season.

The Musicians of the NHMF put their heads together on a short timeline to curate a
season that offered selections of new and standard repertoire and highlighted the
musician’s love of performing for New Hampshire communities, their summer home
since 1952.
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The New Hampshire Music Festival builds
community and enriches lives through the

shared experience of exceptional
classical music performances and
educational outreach. We draw from the
best of the past to the edge of the future
to champion classical music as a
universal language of expression and
understanding.

Board of Directors
Alan Larsson, President
Brenda Conklin, Vice President
Anna Wesser, Co-Treasurer
Micky Giunta, Co-Treasurer
Deborah Stuart, Secretary

Ella Marie Gray

Julie Fox Henson

Joe Higgins

Andrea Hixon

Winnie Hohlt

Tido Janssen

Richard Kelly

Eleanor Wilson

Festival Staff

Joe Higgins, Co-Executive Director
Tido Janssen, Co-Executive Director
Justin Stratton, General Manager
Maureen Horgan, Assistant Manager
Sam Higgins, Stage Manager
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A Note from our Co-Executive
Directors: Joe Higgins & Tido Janssen

After a bumpy start to 2023, the New Hampshire
Music Festival is so proud to have successfully
presented its 71st Season! A sincere thank you to
our Festival community for the outpouring of
support and eagerness to help since March 2023
when the Musicians of the NHMF took on
management responsibilities. Together we took on
governance, development, marketing, outreach,
programming, operations, communication, and
more. Our 71st season would not have been
possible without each individual’s contributions.

A special thanks to Paul Polivnick, NHMF conductor laureate, who led the orchestra
gratis in support of the musicians of the New Hampshire Music Festival. We are
also deeply grateful to Brenda and Preston Conklin, Justin Stratton, Ryan Picard,
Maureen Horgan, Peter Adams of EVP Marketing, the New Hampshire Council on
the Arts, our large community of housing hosts and volunteers, and the many
supporters who contributed. Over 250 individual donations helped us reach our
fundraising goal for the summer 2023 season in just two months!

This festival is a family of musicians and supporters who value live orchestral and
chamber music. We have a long history together with a deep, very unique sense of
community. This has been the source of strength for the 71 years of our festival!
Thank you for attending this year’s concerts and making music a priority. We are
honored to contribute to the rich culture of the arts in New Hampshire and add to
the beauty of the region. We can’t wait for what's to come next season and beyond.
See you next year!

Joe Higgins, double bass
Tido Janssen, cello

2023 Annual Meeting

The 2023 annual meeting was held November 16, 2023 at the Pease Public Library in
Plymouth, both in-person and virtually. The NHMF Board of Directors officially

welcomed nine new members - five musicians and four community members. Voting
members of the New Hampshire Music Festival are those who donate $100+ during the
previous calendar year.
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Classics Series

As we reflect on the past season, our Classics Series programming focused on the
theme of "Connections," highlighting the interplay between different musical
traditions, historical periods, and cultural influences. Beyond musical connections,
we also highlighted the connection with our communities in central New Hampshire
- performing orchestral programs in Plymouth, Gilford, and Lebanon. Our goal was
to deepen our relationships with our audiences both from the concert hall stage
and through conversations in the lobby.

We were thrilled to welcome back Paul Polivnick, Conductor Laureate, whose

handling of classics, new music, romantic powerhouses, and nostalgic Americana
revealed the colors and drama of the music in tandem with the incredible talents of
our Festival musicians. We presented three excellent soloists, each of whom added
a special touch to the performance - NHMF’s Principal Oboist Shawn Welk,
trumpeter Susan Rider, and Plymouth-native mezzo soprano Claire McCahan.

2023 CLASSICS SERIES

ENTREES | JULY 13 & 14, 2023

Plymouth State University Silver Center
Gilford Community Church

CONNECTIONS | JULY 20 & 21, 2023

Plymouth State University Silver Center
Lebanon Opera House

TRADITIONS | JULY 27, 2023

Plymouth State University Silver Center
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Chamber Music Series

The Chamber Music series was held in Smith Recital Hall at the Plymouth State
University Silver Center, and was a resounding success. Music curated, prepared,
and performed by musicians of the New Hampshire Music Festival took our
audiences on a journey of the classical chamber music repertoire from 1720 to
2002 covering the music of Vivaldi, Beethoven, Brahms, Britton, Piazzolla and many

others.

Music in the Mountains

This year's Music in the Mountains series offered performances in diverse locations
- Plymouth’s Cafe Monte Alto and Gazebo on the Common, Waterville Valley’s
nature trail and Garden Gazebo at the Rey Cultural Center, Laconia’s Taylor
Community, and on top of West Rattlesnake Mountain in Holderness. These free
community events offered patrons the chance to hear many small ensembles -
flutes, harp, violins, cellos, and more! These performances were listened to by
approximately 335 people, ranging in age from 2 years to 90 years.

Hampshire
Music
Festival
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L.I.N.K.

Lonely Instruments
in Need of Kids

In 2023, over a dozen
instruments were donated to
NHMF including flutes,
trombones, violins,
saxophones, trumpets,
clarinets, a bass, and a
guitar. The instruments were
fixed and given to budding
musicians thanks to Will
Gunn, Music Director at
Plymouth Regional High
School and conductor of the
Pemigewasset Choral
Society. On behalf of the
students and their parents,
thank you Willl

C, New

NEW HAMPSHIRE MUSIC FESTIVAL
ANNUAL REPORT 2023

The New Hampshire Music Festival’s
L.I.LN.K program offers an opportunity for
the public to donate gently used
orchestral instruments that are then
refurbished and put in the hands of
children throughout the state of New
Hampshire.
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Financial Statement

January 1- December 31, 2023

INCOME TOTAL
Contributions 416,015
Grant Income 11,000
Artistic Income 68,325
Merchandise Income 1,236
Income from Endowment 9,761
Billable Expense Income 3,050

Total Income $509,387

EXPENSES
Artistic Expenses

Classics Orchestra Expenses 77,357
Classics Production Expenses 51,770
Musician Housing 39,903
Run Out Expenses 10,699

Total Artistic Expenses 179,729
General & Admin Expenses 97,979
Development 4,405
Insurance 10,874
Marketing 13,042

Total Expenses $306,029

NET INCOME

$203,358
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2023 Donors

As listed in the 2023 Program Book

Leadership Circle ($25,000+)
Jack & Dorothy Byrne Foundation
Brenda & Preston Conklin

TOSA Foundation

Benefactor's Circle ($10,000+)

Phil & Suzie Boulter

Jay Buckley

Barbara & Amos Hostetter

Cecile Johnson in honor of the Trumpet
Section, in memory of Keith Johnson

Al & Dorothy Larsson

Lovett-Woodsum Foundation

The Paul and Sandra Montrone Family

New Hampshire Charitable Foundation

New Hampshire State Council on the Arts

Orchestra Circle ($5,000+)

Christine Bierbrier in memory of Leonard
Bierbrier

Douglas Bryant

Ellen Gordon

Winnie Hohlt in honor of the Trombone
Section

Frederick Smyth Institute of Music

Conductor’s Circle ($2,500+)

Elsbeth Falk

Susan Treadway & Jay Lichtmann Principal
Trumpet Chair sponsor

Sydney B. Stewart & Diane L. Potter

Dorothy Smith in memory of Stephen Wells
Smith Jr

Cynthia Vascak

Lucinda Williams in memory of Alonzo
Johnson, Jr

Chairman's Circle ($1,000+)

Lise & Arthur Albert

Katherine Archibald in memory of Marian &
Bruce Archibald

Gene & Nancy Bishop

Dick & Paulette Brace

Bear Bryant, Sara Bryant, & Joe Mara Jr. in
honor of Rachel Braude & Charles
Dimmick

Trinity Episcopal Church, Meredith

Richard & Janet Cocchiaro in honor of
Micky Giunta

Deborah Corr

Richard & Sally Davis in honor of Joel
Johnson

Andrea DeFeo

Donald & Martha Dolben

Sandra Flesher Sheldon & Robert Sheldon

Susan & Wavell Fogleman

Margaret Garesche

Hertha & Eddie Giunta

Marion & Frank Hauck

Mary & Paul Hazelton

Barbara Hendrick in memory of Robert
Hendrick

Sally Hoover in memory of James "Jim"
Fleisher

Joel & Karen Johnson in memory of Tom
Nee

Millicent Mason

Sandy McKenzie

Blair Deborah Newcomb in memory of Paul
Henle

Henry & Pauline Parker

Martha & John Richards in honor of Winnie
Hohlt
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2023 Donors

Chairman's Circle ($1,000+) Cont.

Maryellen & David Sakura

Judith & John Stang

Linda Sweeney in memory of Tom Sweeney

Eric & Marlene Taussig

Katharine T Thompson in memory of Fran
Doughty

Wayne & Barb Thornbrough in honor of David
Sakura

Richard Guy & Eleanor V. Wilson, Trumpet
Concerto Soloist sponsor

JoAnn Wood

Anne & Brian Young

Patrons ($500+)

Joan Ellersick & Tom Berryman

Richard & Linda Beyer

Marilyn & George Blaisdell

Nancy Cladel

Robert & Anne Cochran

Christopher Dahl in honor of Joe Higgins

David & Janet Van Etten

Lynn & Bob Flayhart on behalf of continuing
the wonderful work of NHMF

Goldsmith Family

Sylvia Green

Susan Gurney

James V. & Susan M. Hatem in memory of
Mendon & Bette MacDonald

Stephen Johnson in memory of Keith Johnson

Thad DeFauw & Joseph Kelaghan

Richard & Jean Knox

Roger & Carol LaFontaine

Sheila Kabat & Bob Lash

Ginny Lovett

Susan McKimens

Peter & Alida Millham
Marilyn & Michael Pomerantz
Emily D. Preston

R Steven Rand

Frances Renzi

Rebecca Shannon
Steven Snider

Eleanor & Larry Spencer
Dan Stack

Carol & Rob Stewart
Stephen Tessler
Margaret Turner

Bruce & Betsy Whitmore
Eleanor Vernon Wilson

Sponsors ($250+)

Carol & Marc Bard

Sally & Chris Barron

Barbara Beal

Arthur & Karen Bourgeois

Arline Bownes

David & Roberta Britton in honor of Brenda
Conklin

Donato Cabrera

Dave Erickson & Kathy Chamberlin

Dr. & Mrs. Ronald Chaput

Taylor Community in honor of Lucinda
Williams

Diane Garfield & Peter L. Gross, M.D.

Dr. Anthony J. DeMatteo in memory of
Dennis N. DeMatteo

B J Entwisle

Gisela Behrendt Estes in memory of Paul
Livingston Estes
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2023 Donors

Sponsors ($250+) Cont.

John & Carol Ford

Pat & Dick Page

Laura Parr & Buck Hendsey
Scott Herrick

Ed Loranger & Katherine Hillier
Richard & Anne Hunnewell

Stacy Kwak in memory of Kyoung Sang Kwak

Robert Lash & Sheila Kabat
Dr. Trish Lindberg

Lisa Lovett in memory of Sid Lovett

Carol & Alan Metevia

Dr. & Mrs. John B Nelson

Margaret Nighswander

Scott Hobson & Nancy Parrott

Bill Ragan

Mary & Tom Reicher

Patricia Robin

Douglas & Beverly Sarapin

David Skolnick

Malcolm & Carol Stone

Deborah Stuart

Margot & Bob Swift on behalf of
Appreciation of Summer Music

Frances Taylor

Suzanne & David York

Members (100+)

Beth & Michael Aaronson
Fletcher Adams

Ted Adriance

Marcy Alkalay
Anonymous

Lawrence & Esther Apple
Joan Ashlock

Gary Barnes

Laurie Beeson

Chris Bernau

Joanne & Fred Bickford

Saundra L. Bicknell in memory of Nixon
Bicknell

Quentin & Marcia Blaine

Laura Bonk

Nicolasa Kuster & Robert Bottorff

Larry & Patricia Boucher

Sally & Robert Boulanger

Mary Huber & Peter Brooks

Hal Busch

Jody Calendar

Dr. Paul & Mrs. Doris Ciborowski

Kristin Van Cleve

TM Clocks

Janice Connor in memory of Bud Connor

Kenda Corcoran in honor of Sandra
Flesher-Sheldon

David & Nancy Curran

Herb & Rosemary D'Arcy

Carolyn & Robyn Dorff

Doris L. Duff

Rodney & Angel Ekstrom

Gail Emery

Roper Real Estate

The Bastanzuri-Loring Family

Norma Finkelstein

Sara & Ed Foster

Virginia & Bob Garlitz

Reva & Harvey Gertel

Bonita J. Gorbaty

Sandra & Melvyn Greenberg

Frank & Phoebe Griswold
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2023 Donors

Members ($100+) Cont.

Irwin Automotive Group

Peter & Andrea Hacker

Thomas & Barbara Hall

Kris & David Handler in honor of John Aiken

Robert Harrington in memory of Keith
Johnson

Tom & Wilma Harrington

Julie Fox Henson

Ken & Carole Heuser

Joe Higgins

David Hixon

Andrea Hixon

Terry & Phyllis Howard

Patricia Hurley in honor of Sandra Flesher

Michael Huxtable

Robert & Arlene ligenfritz

Tido Janssen

Thomas Kelsey

Jim Mulroy & Chris Keppelman

Lois Kessin in honor & memory of David
Rivers

Martin Kimbell

Brigitte & Hal Kingsbury

Anne Klipp & Todd Klipp

Eileen Curran-Kondrad & Kevin Kondrad

Tina & Mike Koppel

Ira & Erica Krull in honor of Mr. Irwin Simon

Lynne & Jeff Landa

Andrew & Lynne Langlois

Kathy & David Langr

Lee & Katherine Larson

Peggy Merritt & Ronald Lawler

Peggy & Mark Longley in memory of Milan
McNall

Melvin Nemkov & Susan Lucker

Thomas & Mary Madson

Charlene Malek in memory of Ada
Pedersen

Barbara McCann

Frank & Louise Melucci in honor of Gene
Bishop

Gaye & Lionel Meyer

Michael & Cynthia Moon

Sharon Nelson

Blair Newcomb

Carol Nicholeris

Barbara Nicholson

Susan W. Vines & John Nikander

Griff O'Brien

Rosemary & Clive Perry

Stephen Perry

Guiseppe's Showtime Pizzeria

William & Theo Politt

William Propp

Jonathan Quint

Mary & David Rivers

Carole & Leo Rogers

Nancy & Alain Rousset

Chris Dahl & Ruth Rowse

Kenneth & Nancy Ruhm

Jeff & Marian Sargent

Mark & Kim Schifrin

Patricia P Schlesinger

Lowell & Karlene Schwartz in memory of
Hamilton Griffin

Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Shaw, Jr

Dr. Thomas A. Sheldon

Susan J. Simon

Robert & Carol Snelling

William & Barbara Sommerfeld
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2023 Donors

Members ($100+) Cont.

Maureen & Joseph Souza

Allan & Amanda Stewart in memory of
Nathaniel Kessin

Mary Ann Terry

Julia & Tom Thomas

Susan & John Tucker

Rudy & Cheryl Van Veghten

Robert & Gabriele Wallace

Stanley Wallerstein

Lisa Wardlaw

David & Debby Webster in memory of E.
Douglas & Mabel Webster

Owen & Carol Whitby

Joyce Weston & Sally Widerstrom

Christopher P. Williams

Raymond T Wilson in memory of Carol & Al
Wilson

Barbara Zeckhausen

Shelly & Alan Zelbow

Leslie Sanderson & Bob Ziegel

Hazel Zimmer in memory of Capt. Henry
William Zimmer Jr

Friends (up to $100)

Carolyn Ames

Anonymous in memory of Milton Hamolsky
M.D.

Anonymous in memory of Nathaniel Kessin

Anonymous in honor of Richard & Jean Knox

Margaret & William Bickford

Taylor Brown

Will Cabell

Linda Campbell

Jackie & Jim Colthart

Janice Connor in memory of Walter Conner

Cynthia & Harvey Creem

Dr. & Mrs. Laurence M. Demers

Peter & Sharon Devine

Cynthia Dussault

Susan E Ellis

Georgene Fabian

Dr. & Mrs. John M. Floyd in memory of Jack
Graham & Keith Johnson

Nancy Fredrickson

Jay Frost

Melody & Joel Funk

Bill Guenther

Kristina Handler in memory of Christina Kim

Ruth E. Harlow

Barbara Harris

Susan & James Hatem

Maureen Horgan in memory of Keith
Johnson

Herbert & Judith Jernow

Deborah Johnson

Elizabeth Kelly

Sally Keniston

Sasha Kuftinec

Anne S Lauriat

George Hacker & Ellen Levinson

Mary Lloyd-Evans in memory of Peter Zak

Shirley & Roy Loiselle

Diane Lynch

Charlene & Joseph Malek in memory of
Peter Zak
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2023 Donors

Friends (up to $100) Cont.

Dr. Michele Mendes

Jeanette Messer

Frank Miller

Robert Nersasian

Ann Petersen

Scott & Anne Pulsifer

Emily Quinan

Sharon Reed

Alfred & Kiala Reich

Sheila & Daniel Robusto

Cilla Sheehan-Roth

Joe & Diana Sack in memory of Chuck &
Nancy Wilder

Richard Saffran

Pam Sapienza

Val Scarborough

Dr. Susan Scrimshaw & Allan Stern

Carol Stevens in memory of Bertha C.
Stevens

Leonard & Heather Thomsen in memory of
Helen Mathieson

Sharon & Richard Walden

Dr. Valerie Watts

Loryn, Will, Griffy, & Benje Whitman in
memory of Al Johnson

Drs. Ann Thomas Wilkins & David G. Wilkins

Susan Williams

Elizabeth Fisher-York

Carol Zink




