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In 2024, the New Hampshire Music Festival focused on establishing the
Foundations for a long and healthy future. Together, musicians, board,
staff, donors, audiences, advertisers, and volunteers supported a
successful and stabilizing 72nd Season. Accomplishments included
expansion to a four-week season; sixteen performances in Plymouth,
Gilford, Lebanon, and New London; new additions to our staff; and
successful fundraising that left a surplus to start planning for the future.

2024 - Foundations

Our Mission & Vision
The New Hampshire Music Festival’s mission is to foster high quality
music and music education programs. 

Our vision is to build community and enrich lives through the shared
experience of exceptional classical music performances and education.
We believe all people should have the opportunity to experience high
quality live classical music. NHMF draws from the best of the past to the
edge of the future to champion classical music as a universal language of
expression and understanding.
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72nd Season at a Glance
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Classics Series - Orchestra Concerts
The 72nd season orchestra concerts offered four distinct programs
tracing an expressive arc from lyrical serenity to communal reflection.
Highlights included Midsummer Serenade, featuring Grieg’s Holberg
Suite, Larsson’s Trombone Concertino, and Dvořák’s radiant Serenade
for Strings; Beauties & Beasts, which paired Texu Kim’s playful Blow,
Fly, Pop!! with Shostakovich’s First Cello Concerto and Ravel’s evocative
Mother Goose; and Remember Me, a powerful program centered on
memory and tribute with Jennifer Higdon’s blue cathedral, Prokofiev’s
Second Violin Concerto, and Elgar’s Enigma Variations. The season
concluded with For the People, led by Conductor Laureate Paul
Polivnick, underscoring themes of humanity, shared values, and social
connection through orchestral music.

Chamber Music Concerts
The 72nd season chamber music series highlighted the Festival’s
musicians through thoughtfully curated programs that balanced
familiar masterworks with fresh perspectives. Audiences heard music
ranging from Bach, Telemann, and Mozart to Schumann, Fauré, and
Arensky, alongside contemporary and lesser-known works by
composers such as Corrado Maria Saglietti and Adolphus Hailstork.
Featuring a wide variety of ensemble combinations—strings, winds,
brass, and piano—the chamber concerts emphasized intimacy, musical
dialogue, and the individual artistry of NHMF musicians in a setting that
encouraged close engagement with the music.

Music in the Mountains Concerts
During the 72nd season, the Music in the Mountains series continued
NHMF’s commitment to community access by presenting free
performances in locations throughout the region. These concerts
featured small ensembles of Festival musicians performing
approachable, engaging repertoire designed to connect with audiences
of all ages and musical backgrounds. By bringing live classical music
beyond traditional concert halls and into community spaces, Music in
the Mountains played a vital role in extending the reach of the season’s
artistry and reinforcing NHMF’s mission of sharing exceptional music
as widely as possible.
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Dear Friends of the Festival,

As we reflect on Season 72 of the New Hampshire Music Festival, we do so with pride and
gratitude for the musicians, staff, volunteers, partners, and audiences who made this
summer a success. We were proud to present an expanded four-week season and to
continue offering the exceptional performances for which NHMF is known. Thank you for
your support and for helping us build on last year’s momentum through investments in our
future.

Financially, NHMF remains sound, having presented a four-week season while managing
expenses carefully and growing conservatively. Volunteer orchestra members played a vital
role, serving on 14 operational teams overseeing programming, housing, personnel, and
more, supported by a dedicated part-time staff including Co-General Managers Maureen
Horgan and Melissa Vainio and Festival Director Erin Brooker-Miller.

When Erin joined the staff in March, she quickly brought clarity and strong leadership to a
complex operation, contributing significantly to the success of the 2024 season.
Recognizing that the level of volunteer leadership required was no longer sustainable, we
recommended to the Board of Directors that Erin be promoted to Executive Director and
she accepted the position in October 2024.

The 2024 season thus marked not only another year of inspired music-making, but also an
important leadership transition, as the outgoing Co-Executive Directors passed the Festival
into capable new hands. Together, we remain deeply appreciative of the people and
partnerships that sustain NHMF, and we look ahead with confidence as we continue to build
on the positivity generated over the past two seasons.

With gratitude and optimism for the future,

Joe Higgins & Tido Janssen, Outgoing Co-Executive Directors
 and Erin Brooker-Miller, Incoming Executive Director

A Letter from our Leadership 



Board of Directors
Brenda Conklin, President
Winnie Hohlt, Vice President
Jay Buckley, Treasurer
Nicolasa Kuster, Secretary
Chris Bierbrier
Mary E.M. Harris
Joe Higgins
Andrea Hixon
Tido Janssen
Leslie Sanderson
Eleanor Wilson

72nd Festival Staff
Joe Higgins, Co-Executive Director 
Tido Janssen, Co-Executive Director
Erin Brooker-Miller, Festival Director
Maureen Horgan, Co-General Manager
Melissa Vainio, Co-General Manager
Kari Jukka-Pekka Vainio, Advertising   
     Coordinator
Jackson Lalos, Stage Manager
Peter Adams, EVP Marketing

Board & Staff
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Orchestra Committee
Phyllis Saunders, violin, Chair
Julie Fox Henson, violin
Mary E.M. Harris, viola
Bill Kalinkos, clarinet
Katie Kennedy, cello

Personnel 
Joan Ellersick, viola
Nancy Kidd, double bass
Viktoria Tchertchian, violin

Housing 
Stacy Kwak, piano
Julie Fox Henson, violin
Kathryn Langr, violin

Artistic Advisory
Velvet Brown, tuba
Walter Gray, cello
Andrea Hixon, oboe
Bill Kalinkos, clarinet
Phyllis Saunders, violin

Orchestra Programming
Walter Gray, cello
Andrea Hixon, oboe
Tido Janssen, cello
Bill Kalinkos, clarinet
Katie Kennedy, cello
Stacy Kwak, piano
Molly Norcross, horn
Phyllis Saunders, violin

Musician Teams
Library
Phyllis Saunders, violin
Michael Molnau, viola

Program Notes
Leo Eguchi, cello
Elizabeth Higgins
David Loucky, trombone
Bill Shaltis, timpani

Chamber Music 
Stacy Kwak, piano
Tido Janssen, cello



Financials

INCOME

Contributions
Grant Income
Artistic Income
Merchandise Income
Income from Endowment
Investment Income
Miscellaneous Income
Prior Year Adjustments

311,373
16,773
94,048

596
9,603

14,604
2,053

13,242

$462,292Total Income

EXPENSES

Artistic Expenses
Production Expenses
General & Admin Expenses
Development
Marketing
Miscellaneous

140,411
145,634
145,709

3,478
14,514

4,691

$454,437Total Expenses

January 1 - December 31, 2024
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TOTAL
Cash (1/1/2024)
Cash (12/31/2024)
Endowment (12/31/2024)
Current Liabilities (12/31/2024)
Long-term Liabilities (12/31/2024)

167,662
158,667

84,341
621

147,278

NET INCOME $7855

Income

Contributions
67.4%

Artistic &
Merchandise

20.5%

Endowment &
Investments

5.2%

Grants
3.6%

Other
3.3%

Expenses

Administrative
32.1%

Production
32%

Artistic
30.9%

Other
5%



2024 Donors
Benefactor's Circle ($10,000+)
Dorothy Byrne
Brenda and Preston Conklin
Barbara and Amos Hostetter
Cecile Johnson in memory of Keith Johnson
Dorothy and Alan Larsson
The Paul and Sandra Montrone Family
New Hampshire State Council on the Arts
TOSA Foundation

Patron ($5,000+)
Chris Bierbrier in memory of Leonard   
    Bierbrier
Jay Buckley
Ellen Gordon
Winnie Hohlt in honor of the Trombone
Section
Lovett-Woodsum Foundation
Leslie Sanderson and Bob Ziegel in honor of 
   Henry L. Ziegel and Professor Roland
   Nadeau
Ronald and Eleesa Sibley
Charles and Nancy Wilder Designated Fund

Donor ($1000+)
Anonymous
Arthur and Lise Albert
Gene and Nancy Bishop
Philip and Suzanne Boulter
Douglas Bryant
Richard and Sally Davis
Thad DeFauw and Joseph Kelaghan
Martha and Donald Dolben
Elsbeth Falk
Roberta Ferriani and Timothy MaGrath

Sandra Flesher and Robert E. Sheldon 
   in honor of Joe Higgins and Tido Janssen
Susan Fogleman in memory of Tom and 
    Mary Nee
Margaret Garesche
Hertha and Eddie Guinta
Betty Hanaway in memory of Dick Hanaway
Betty Hanaway in honor of
   Peter Adams for Dick Hanaway
Marion and Frank Hauck
Heart and Hands Thrift Shop
Sally Hoover in memory of
   Jim Fleisher and Jack Graham
Paul and Beverly Jaques
Joel and Karen Johnson
   in memory of Tom Nee
Cecile LeBlanc Johnson and Family 
   in memory of Gordon and Edna LeBlanc,
   former NHMF Center Harbor House  
   Managers
Stephen Johnson in memory of Keith 
    Johnson
Mildred Larson
Millicent Mason
Sandra McKenzie
Shirley and David Parish
Tom and Mary Reicher
Judy and Steve Siegel
Eleanor and Larry Spencer
Dan Stack
Carol and Robert Stewart
Sydney Stewart and Diane Potter
Malcolm and Carol Stone
Linda T. Sweeney in memory of Tom 
    Sweeney

As listed in the 2024 Program Book
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2024 Donors
Donor ($1000+) Cont.
Wayne and Barbara Thornbrough
Dave Tweed
Cynthia Vascak
Eleanor and Richard Wilson
Anne and Brian Young

Member ($100+)
Anonymous (9)
Betsy and Van Adriance
Ted Adriance in memory of Paul Henle
Marcella Alkalay
Blakeman and John Allen
Jane Anderson
Thomas and Anne Anninger
Newell Bacon
Carol and Marc Bard
Sally and Chris Barron
Barbara Beal
Chris Bernau
Richard Beyer
Saundra Bicknell
Richard and Carole Binder
Marilyn and George Blaisdell
Arthur and Karen Bourgeois
Arline Bownes
Dick and Paulette Brace
Reggie and Randy Breeckner
David and Birdie Britton
   in honor of Brenda Conklin
Carter and Barbara Browne
Barry Bryant
Hal Busch
William Cahn
Miriam and Robert Caslow

Dr. and Mrs. Ronald M. Chaput
Jeanne Chute in honor of John McElroy
Dr. Paul and Mrs. Doris Ciborowski
Nancy Cladel
Tom and Kerri Coffey
Jan Collins
Janice Connor
Mark and Judy Copeland Schulman
    in honor of Leslie Sanderson
Liane and Don Crawford
    in memory of Irene and Lucien Allyson
Carolyn Crosby
David and Nancy Curran
Kevin and Eileen Curran-Konrad
Herb and Rosemary D’Arcy
Christopher Dahl in honor of Joe Higgins
Mitzi J. Dearborn in memory of
   Barbara and Dennis Dearborn
Anthony DeMatteo
Dr. and Mrs. Laurence Demers
Robert H and Carolyn H. Dorff Trust
   in memory of Carolyn Dorff
Diane Downing, Common Man Family
Nancy B Dyer
Patricia Eakins in memory of Sandra Eakins      
   Preiswerk
Joan Ellersick and Tom Berryman
BJ Entwisle
David Erickson and Kathy Chamberlin
William and Linnea Everett
Norma Finkelstein in honor and
   memory of Michael Brower
Lynn and Bob Flayhart
The Fleisher Family in memory of Jim    
    Fleisher
John and Carol Ford

As listed in the 2024 Program Book
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2024 Donors
Member ($100+) Cont.
Julie Fox Henson
Diane Garfield and Dr. Peter Gross
Virginia and Bob Garlitz
Beth and Art Goldsmith Family
Bonita J. Gorbaty
Parker Griffin and Camille Bharucha
Susan Gurney
Ann and George Hackl
Pat and Dick Hage
Audrey and George Hagerman
David Haley
Loli Hammond
Kris and David Handler in honor 
   and in memory of Mr. John W. Allen
Mary E.M. Harris in memory of Virginia 
   Crumb
Paul and Jane Hart
Mary and Paul Hazelton
Barbara Hendrick in memory of Robert 
   Hendrick
Laura Parr and Buck Hendsey
Liz Durfee Hengen
Ken and Carole Heuser
Beverly and Daniel Heyduk
Elizabeth Higgins and Joe Higgins 
   in honor of Brenda and Preston Conklin
Samuel Higgins
Scott Hobson
Richard Hovey and Jane Bradley
Terry and Phyllis Howard
Mary Huber and Peter Brooks
Richard and Anne Hunnewell
   in memory of Dr. Naomi Kline
Patricia Hurley in honor of
   Sandra Flesher and Tom Nee

Michael Huxtable
Irwin Automotive Group
Rosemarie Janssen in honor of
    Stacy Kwak and Tido Janssen
Tido Janssen in memory of
    Friedrich-Wilhelm Janssen
Sally J. Jensen
Herbert and Judith Jernow
Leslie Jose
Sheila Kabat and Bob Lash
Katharina and Fred Kelsey
Liz and Tom Kelsey
Lois Kessin in memory of Nathaniel Kessin
Brigitte and Hal Kingsbury
Joan Kinne
Anne H. Knight in memory of Lois H. 
   Stratton
Mike and Tina Koppel
Nicolasa Kuster and Robert Bottorff
Stacy Kwak in memory of Kyoung Sang 
   Kwak
Roger and Carol LaFontaine
Lynne and Jeffrey Landa
Andrew and Lynne Langlois
Dick and Barbara Langworthy
Lee and Katherine Larson
Ron Lawler and Peggy Merritt
Dawn and Michael Lemieux
Ann Lenssen
Tom Lisenbee
Mary Lloyd-Evans in memory of Peter Zak
Jane Louise
Lisa Lovett in memory of Joan and Sid 
    Lovett
Ginny Lovett

As listed in the 2024 Program Book
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2024 Donors
Member ($100+) Cont.
Charlene Malek in memory of Ada Pedersen
Sue and Bob Martens
Susan McKimens
Romeo Melloni
Frank and Louise Melucci in honor of Gene 
   Bishop
Alan and Carol Metevia
Cheryl Moak and Dr. Gary Moak
Robert Moser
Jim Mulroy and Chris Keppelman
Marianne and John Nelson
Mel Nemkov and Susan Lucker
Blair Newcomb in memory of Paul Henle
Barbara Nicholson
Margaret Nighswander
Rosemary and Clive Perry
Stephen Perry
Ann Petersen
Tricia and Bob Pinkard
Michael and Marilyn Pomerantz
Candy and Al Ports
Emily D Preston
Charmian Proskauer in honor and memory of 
   H. Leslie Curtis
Christopher Radich and Sally Maske
Steve Rand and Susan Mathison
Enid and David Reed
Martha and John Richards
John and Judith Richwagen
Mary Rivers in memory of David Rivers
Nooshi and Andrew Robertson
Patricia Robin
Roper Real Estate
Nancy and Alain Rousset
Ken and Nance Ruhm

Margaret Rushbrook
John R. Sadd
Maryellen and David Sakura
Douglas and Beverly Sarapin
Val Scarborough
Patricia P. Schlesinger
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Shaw, Jr.
Kim Siner
David Skolnick
Claire and Garrett Sleeman
Steven Snider
William and Barbara Sommerfeld
Maureen and Joseph Souza
Max and Helga Stamp
Judith and John Stang
Amanda and Allan Stewart
Deborah A. Stuart
Malcolm and Fran Taylor
Stephen Tessler
Jane Anne Thompson
Heather W. Thomsen
Ann Thurston
Violetta Todorova
David and Janet Van Etten
Rudy and Cheryl VanVeghten
Mark Vincenzes
Gabriele M. Wallace
Stanley Wallerstein
Joanne C. Walsh in memory of Dr. Bill Walsh
Lisa Wardlaw
Debby and David Webster
Anna Wesser
Carol and Owen Whitby
Betsy and Bruce Whitmore
Susan Williams

As listed in the 2024 Program Book
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2024 Donors
Member ($100+) Cont.
Ray Wilson in memory of Carol and Al Wilson
Shelly and Alan Zelbow
Monica Zulauf and Scott Thompson 
   in honor of Roger and Carol LaFontaine

Supporter (up to $100)
Anonymous (6)
Beth and Michael Aaronson
Peter and Robbin Adams
Fletcher Adams
Grant Alger and Julie Kimmel
Leslie Amper
Mireille Leger and Douglas Anderson
Elizabeth Arms
James Ash
John Bentwood
Quentin and Marcia Blaine
Thomas Boyd
Brian Clancy
Kenda Corcoran
Cynthia and Harvey Creem
Peter and Sharon Devine
Georgene Fabian
Gail Fleischer
John and Beverly Floyd in memory of
   Jack Graham and Paul Henle
Linnea and Mark Fraser
Meredith Funston
David Goldstein 
Bill Guenther
George Hacker and Ellen Levinson
Tina and Dave Hamolsky in memory of Milton 
   Hamolsky
Ruth Harlow
Don Hayes

Maureen Horgan in memory of Keith 
   Johnson
Patricia James
Debra L. Jorgensen
Rachel Kelley
Catherine Koch
Anne Lauriat in honor of John McElroy
Rick McNeill
Margaret and Forest Merrill
Jacqueline Morin and Shawn Holmes
Marilyn O’Connor
Stephanie and Richard Osborne
Frank C. Parrish
Linda Pilliod
William and Theo Politt
F. Prem, Jr.
Sheila and Daniel Robusto
Katrin Rouner
Jennifer and Richard Saffran
Pam Sapienza
Dr. Susan Scrimshaw and Allan Stern
Cilla Sheehan
Thomas Sheldon, MD
Charles White
Drs. David G. and Ann Thomas Wilkins
Kim Winders

As listed in the 2024 Program Book


